
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Spotlight 
 

Focus Texts:   
The Hunter, The Journey, Three Little Pigs, Range of fairy 
tales: the Tiger, the Brahmin and the Jackal, Range of non-
fiction books 
Place & Time 

Geography GKS1.5a.ii, GKS1.5c 

History HKS1.1c 

Citizenship & Ethics 

PSHE: Working together  

Arts & Creativities 

Art: Drawing 

Music: Musicianship 

D&T: DTKS1.5a, DTKS1.5a, 

Physical & Emotional Health 

PE: creative: coordination-ball skills; counter balance-

with a partner 

Tennis 

Faith & Belief 

RE: Christianity 

Language, Literacy and Oracy 

Writing: Reports. Narrative, Poetry 

Science & Technology 

Science: SY2.3b, SY2.3c 

Computing: not specified 

Values RESPECT | EMPATHY | COURAGE 

Overview In this topic, children will learn about the world of animals in both the 

wild and where they co-exist with humans and the relationships that have 
developed. Through a deepened understanding of conservation issues, children 
develop empathy for the challenges animal habitats face. Based on what they 
have found, children begin a campaign around animal conservation and the rights 
of animals. In studying mythical creatures, they create their own animals, their 
habitats, predators and prey and a world for narrative story writing. Children will 
spend extended time immersed in learning outdoors, observing, photographing 
and discovering the wildlife in their near environment. 

Engagement Experts from the University Zoology department will visit the 

school and bring real animals that the children can interact with.  

Celebration Photography exhibition of children’s created images taken from 

school and at home. Children’s individual green screen animal presentations. 
Class books. There will be a Wear it Wild day in support of the WWF. 
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Values RESPECT | EMPATHY | COURAGE 

Overview In this unit, children will learn about the nature of invasion and 

develop their empathic understanding. They will craft insightful texts that 
demonstrate their awareness of different point of views. They will explore 
the values of respect and empathy through considering the impact of 
Columbus’ sailors’ arrival on far-away lands from the perspectives of the 
native islanders. Children could also explore the fears and courage involved 
in embarking on a sea journey. 

Engagement Invading another classroom; active storytelling the life of 

Columbus; Colonialism – does the land ‘belong’ to anyone? Power – does 
power corrupt people? Pirate/Adventurers day, where children dress up as 
their favourite explorer giving rich opportunities for role-play, drama and 
oracy focus. 

Celebration Delivering drama speech performances to children and 

parents, showing video reports. 

 

Should animals have the same rights as humans? 

 

Habits of Mind 

Children grow in their ability to reflect on the impact that humans have on the 

environment, they are given choice about the area that they focus on. 

Oracy & Dialogue 

Oracy Skills – Linguistic: appropriate vocabulary choice, grammar. Cognitive: Content, seeking 
information and clarification through questions, time management, critically examining 
ideas, reasoning. Linguistic: turn-taking, listening actively and responding appropriately. 

Playful Enquiry 

Pretence play in storying, make an insect habitat. 

Educational Visits / Enrichment Day 

University Zoology Department 

Learning Street 
Reading area- animal books, photography books, topic related 
stories 
Role play- tbc 
Independent zone- research using QR codes and iPads 

Classroom Display 
Scrap book display? 
 
 

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Subject 
Learning Journey 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 
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Music        

MSKS1.1c Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high quality live and recorded music. 

La
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Key texts Range of non-fiction topic books (e.g. Life Cycles) Zoo Tanka Tanka Stump 

Writing Non-chronological reports Persuasion: Speech Writing Shape Poems 

Spelling 
Adding –es to nouns and verbs 

ending in –y 
The suffix –ment The suffix –ness The suffix -ful The suffix -less 

The suffix -ly  
The /ɒ/ sound spelt a after w and 

qu 

Grammar Expanded noun phrases 
Expanded noun phrases 

(with, who, that) 
Qualifying connectives 
(however, if, though) 

Exclamations Commas for a list 
Cause and effect connectives 

(because, so, therefore) 

M a t h e m a t i c s Maths Multiplication and Division Multiplication and Division Multiplication and Division Multiplication and Division Fractions Fractions 
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Science 

SY1.2a  Identify and name a 
variety of common animals 
including fish, amphibians, 

reptiles, birds and mammals. 

 

SY1.2b Identify and name a 
variety of common animals 

that are carnivores, 
herbivores and omnivores. 

 
SY1.2c Describe and compare a 

structure of a variety of common 
animals (fish, amphibians). 

SY2.3a Notice that animals 
including humans have offspring 

that grow into adults. 

Computing  

P
la

ce
 &

 

Ti
m

e Geography 
GKS1.2- understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a 
contrasting non-European country 

History       
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PE 

Warm up: grand prix 
Skill: ball skills 

Skill application:  getting 
around us 

Warm up: grand prix 
Skill: ball skills 

Skill application:  all 
routes 

Warm up: grand prix 
Skill: ball skills 

Skill application: getting 
around us 

Warm up: on the mat 
Skill: with a partner 

Skill application: roller ball 

Warm up: on the mat 
Skill: with a partner 

Skill application: lean away 

Warm up: on the mat 
Skill: with a partner 

Skill application: roller ball 

C
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en
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&
 E

th
ic

s PSHE 
Recognising and developing 

strengths and skills 
Developing 

communication skills 
Developing group work skills 

Applying communication and 
group work skills 

Evaluating communication 
and group work skills 

Philosophy for 
Children 

      

Fa
it

h
 

&
 

B
el

ie
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RE 
Is it true that Jesus came 

back to life again? 
Loss Symbols of Easter Resurrection Stories Christian Visitor Easter Story 

 

Topic Title: Zoology   Enquiry Question: Should animals have the same rights as humans?  

 Focus Texts: Never Tickle a Tiger, Zoo 
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OUTCOMES 

 
Speech about conservation- filmed with green screen (English lessons), class aviaries 
 

VOCABULARY 

 
Science: observe, predict, classify, habitat, ecosystem, mammal, amphibian, reptile, fish, bird, insect, 

predator, prey, herbivore, carnivore, omnivore, micro-habitats, light, dark, shady, damp, dry, seasons, 

savannah, rainforest, tundra, ocean, vertebrate, invertebrate, backbone 

Geography: human feature, natural feature, plan, map, atlas, globe, continent, ocean  

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY 

 
Writing- speech about conservation issues 

Oracy- Performing speech about conservation 

Computing- use of green screen technology  
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Science 

POWER 

HEALTH 

CARIBBEAN 

PRIVILEGE 

 

 

Disciplinary 

 

PLACE 

 

 

Disciplinary 

 

PEOPLE 

 

 

Disciplinar

y 

 

Geography 

POWER 

HEALTH 

CARIBBEAN 



PROGRESSION ACROSS YEAR GROUPS:  

 

SCIENCE  
 

year  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

YEAR ONE KNOWLEDGE 
 

Declarative  

1.2a Identify and name a variety of 
common animals including fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals. 
 1.2b Identify and name a variety of 
common animals that are carnivores, 
herbivores and omnivores. 
1.2c  Describe and compare the 
structure of a variety of common 
animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds 
and mammals, including pets). 
2.3a Notice that animals, including 
humans, have offspring which grow into 
adults 

 2.1a Explore and compare the 
differences between things that are 
living, dead, and things that have never 
been alive 

 2.1b  Identify that most living things live 
in habitats to which they are suited and 
describe how different habitats provide 
for the basic needs of different kinds of 
animals and plants, and how they 
depend on each other.  

 2.1c  Identify and name a variety of 
plants and animals in their habitats, 
including microhabitats.  

 2.1d  Describe how animals obtain their 
food from plants and other animals, 
using the idea of a simple food chain, 
and identify and name different sources 
of food. 
 

WS: REVIEW - body parts 
WS:  REVIEW - Animal classification 

 

 Using their observations and ideas 
to suggest answers to questions 

 Children use their experiences of 
the world around them to suggest 
appropriate answers to questions. 
They are supported to relate these 
to their evidence e.g. observations 
they have made, measurements 
they have taken or information 
they have gained from secondary 
sources.   

.   

 

YEAR TWO KNOWLEDGE  
 

Declarative  

1.2a Identify and name a variety of 
common animals including fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals. 
 1.2b Identify and name a variety of 
common animals that are carnivores, 
herbivores and omnivores. 
1.2c  Describe and compare the 
structure of a variety of common 
animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds 
and mammals, including pets). 
2.3a Notice that animals, including 
humans, have offspring which grow into 
adults 

 2.1a Explore and compare the 
differences between things that are 
living, dead, and things that have never 
been alive 

 2.1b  Identify that most living things live 
in habitats to which they are suited and 
describe how different habitats provide 
for the basic needs of different kinds of 
animals and plants, and how they 
depend on each other.  

 2.1c  Identify and name a variety of 
plants and animals in their habitats, 
including microhabitats.  

 2.1d  Describe how animals obtain their 
food from plants and other animals, 
using the idea of a simple food chain, 
and identify and name different sources 
of food. 

 
WS: REVIEW - body parts 
WS:  REVIEW - Animal classification 

 

 Using their observations and ideas 
to suggest answers to questions 

 Children use their experiences of 
the world around them to suggest 
appropriate answers to questions. 
They are supported to relate these 
to their evidence e.g. observations 
they have made, measurements 
they have taken or information 
they have gained from secondary 
sources.   

 Using their observations and ideas 
to suggest answers to questions  

 The children recognise ‘biggest and 
smallest’, ‘best and worst’ etc. 
from their data. 

 

YEAR THREE KNOWLEDGE 
 

Declarative  

4.1a Recognise that living things can be 

grouped in a variety of ways.  

4.1b Explore and use classification keys 

to help group, identify and name a 

variety of living things in their local and 

wider environment. 

4.1c  Recognise that environments can 

change and that this can sometimes 

pose dangers to living things.  

4.2c Construct and interpret a variety of 

food chains, identifying producers, 

predators and prey. 

 

WS: DO – local survey 

 

Gathering, recording, classifying and 

presenting data in a variety of ways to 

help in answering questions  

  

Recording findings using simple scientific 

language, drawings, labelled diagrams, 

keys, bar charts, and tables  

  

• The children sometimes decide how to 

record and present evidence. They 

record their observation e.g. using 

photographs, videos, pictures, labelled 

diagrams or writing. 



GEOGRAPHY 
 

 

 
 

GEOGRAPHY  
 

year  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

YEAR ONE KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative  

GKS1.2- understand geographical 

similarities and differences through 

studying the human and physical 

geography of a small area of the United 

Kingdom, and of a small area in a 

contrasting non-European country 

Disciplinary 

 To use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key physical 

features, including: beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 

ocean, river, soil, valley, 

vegetation, season and weather 

 To use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key human 

features, including: city, town, 

village, factory, farm, house, office, 

port, harbour and shop. 

YEAR TWO KNOWLEDGE  

Declarative  

GKS1.2- understand geographical 

similarities and differences through 

studying the human and physical 

geography of a small area of the United 

Kingdom, and of a small area in a 

contrasting non-European country 

Disciplinary 

 To use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key physical 

features, including: beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 

ocean, river, soil, valley, 

vegetation, season and weather 

 To use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key human 

features, including: city, town, 

village, factory, farm, house, office, 

port, harbour and shop. 

 

YEAR THREE KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative  

Gks2.1a- locate the world’s countries, 

using maps to focus on Europe (including 

the location of Russia) and North and 

South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical and 

human characteristics, countries, and 

major cities.  

GKS2.1c- identify the position and 

significance of latitude, longitude, 

Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time zones (including day 

and night). 

 

Disciplinary 

 Children can describe and 

understand key aspects of: 

- physical geography, including: climate 

zones, biomes, volcanoes, tornadoes, 

tsunamis, earthquakes and the water 

cycle 

- human geography, including: types of 

settlement and land use 

 To use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features 

studied 



SEQUENCE OF LEARNING 
 

 

Week 1 Savannah conservation 

Enquiry 

question 

What are the issues facing the animals of the African Savannah? How can humans help? 

Key learning 

objectives 

To recognise the care, protection and needs of animals and the responsibility people play in 

respecting and caring for animals and the natural environment. 

Success 

criteria 

- Talk about what conservation is and of the issues facing animals 

- Awareness of the role of people 

Vocabulary Conservation, ecosystem, African Savannah, interdependent, deforestation, poaching, 

human-animal conflict, climate change, loss of habitat 

Sequence - Find African Savannah on a map- what do we already know?7 

- Which animals live here? Sorting activity. 

- Use WWF slides to unpick some of the issues faced by the animals of the African Savannah- 

how does it make us feel? 

- Introduce idea of ecosystems- making a connection game- emphases how all species are 

interdependent. Play connections game (see folder), once the web is fully formed consider 

human impacts on the ecosystem (e.g. human-wildlife conflict, deforestation, climate 

change) and ask students to put their hands up if they think their animal or resource would 

be negatively affected. Decide which would be most affected and ask them to leave the 

circle, letting go of all the strings they hold. As each student leaves, the web deteriorates 

further, and it becomes clear how many other parts of the ecosystem would be affected by 

the loss. 

- What is being done about these issues- explore real life solutions (see slides) 

 - Children to create their own campaign poster focusing on one of the issues and the 

solutions 

Outcome 

/Assessment 

Children to create their own campaign posters 
 

Additional Geography lesson to be taught this week- locating UK and the African Savannah on a map 

Week 2 African Savannah experience 

Enquiry 

question 

How do safari parks help with conservation? 

Key learning 

objectives 

To recognise the care, protection and needs of animals and the responsibility people play in 

respecting and caring for animals and the natural environment. 

Success 

criteria 

- Talk about what conservation is 

- Awareness of the role of people 

- Children show an awareness of animals needs in their safari park designs 

Vocabulary Conservation, safari park, African Savannah,  

Sequence - Listen to segments of ‘Carnival of the Animals’- which animals do we think are being 

represented? 

- Reveal that this week we will be concentrating on mammals. What is a mammal? Can the 

children name any mammals? The animals that we are going to focus on may be found in 

the African Savannah or a safari park. 

- Share images of animals and discuss appearance, abilities and needs- do all of these 

animals need the same amount of space? 

- What is the difference between a safari park and a zoo? Watch video clips of safari parks- 

what do children notice? We have been asked to redesign the ‘African Savannah Experience’ 

for a safari park- what do we need to consider? What about predators/prey?  

Outcome 

/Assessment 

Children to create their own safari park design focusing on animals found in the African 

Savannah- can they justify their choices? 

Making enclosures during playful enquiry- cardboard boxes 

Additional Geography lesson to be taught this week- human and physical features of the savannah 



 

 

 

 

Week 3 Exotic birds 

Enquiry 

question 

How can music influence our imagination? 

Key learning 

objectives 

To use imagination to draw and decorate an exotic bird 

Success 

criteria 

To use patterns, shapes and colours in their bird designs. 
Use descriptive language to develop their bird designs. 

Vocabulary Exotic, bird of paradise, aviary, tropical, rainforest, decorate, pattern, colour 

Sequence - Listen to ‘Aviary’ music from Carnival of the Animals- what images come into mind? 

- What is a bird? What are their key characteristics? 

- Look at images of exotic birds- discuss colours and patterns. 

- Watch videos of exotic birds in their natural habitat and in aviaries- how do they move? 

- Listen to ‘Aviary’ again- conjure up images of exotic birds. They will cast a magic spell and 

create their own colourful bird. 

Outcome 

/Assessment 

Create exotic bird drawing 

Gaudi mosaic birds- playful enquiry 

Week 4 Rainforest issues 

Enquiry 

question 

What are some of the issues facing the animals of the jungle and how can humans help? 

Key learning 

objectives 

To use a range of materials and processes to make a classroom rainforest display. 
To understand that birds have basic needs. 

Success 

criteria 

- Talk about what conservation is and of the issues facing animals 

- Awareness of the role of people 

- Awareness of the ways the jungles of the world meet the needs of exotic birds 

Vocabulary Conservation, ecosystem, jungle, forest, rainforest, deforestation, poaching, human-animal 

conflict, climate change, loss of habitat, exotic bird 

Sequence - Use WWF slides to explore the jungles and rainforests of the world- what do we notice?  

-  Many of these animals play an essential part of the forest ecology. Birds and other animals 
spread seeds across the forest through their droppings, helping new plants and trees to 
grow. Predators such as the Siberian tiger keep deer populations under control, which stops 
overgrazing from damaging the forest. 
- Share with children the idea that forests are the lungs of the planet. What does this mean? 

– How do we look after our lungs? How might we look after the lungs of the planet? 

- Explore the issues facing the animals of the jungle and how people are solving these 

problems. 

- Look closely at a tropical jungle- what makes it a good habitat for exotic birds. 

- The safari park has asked us to create a walk through aviary for our exotic birds- children to 

work collaboratively to create this exhibit! 

Outcome/ 

Assessment 

Creating a class ‘rainforest’ aviary as a class team 

Week 5 Commotion in the Ocean  

Enquiry 

question 

What are some of the issues facing the animals of the ocean and how can humans help? 

Key 

learning 

objectives 

To recognise the care, protection and needs of animals and the responsibility people play in 

respecting and caring for animals and the natural environment. 

Success 

criteria 

- Talk about what conservation is and of the issues facing animals 

- Awareness of the role of people 



 

ASSESSMENT 
 

 Method of assessment S M 

Geography  End of unit tests 

 Children’s topic books 

 Responsive Teaching 
Journal Notes 

 Subject assessment 
sheets 

- Use of maps to find countries 
- Discussion of physical geography  
- Discussion of human geography 

 
Science 
 
Working 
scientifically 
 
 
Declarative 
knowledge 

 End of unit tests 

 Children’s topic books 

 Responsive Teaching 
Journal Notes 

Subject assessment sheets 

- Classifying and discussing 
animals 
- Discussion about habitat 
and adaptations  
 

- Articulate WHY 
things happen 
- Testing own 
hypotheses  

 
 

RESOURCES 

 

Images of habitats and animals, video clips, WWF resources, collage materials, 
thematic musical, clips from Carnival of the Animals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary Conservation, ecosystem, ocean, deep sea, coastal sea, coral reef, climate change, litter, 

habitat, adapt 

Sequence - Explore images and video clips of different parts of the ocean- what do we notice? 

- How have different animals adapted to live in this habitat? 

- Sensitively share images of oceans being destroyed by human behaviour (seas of plastic, 

turtles, over fishing, sea ice melting) 

- How does it make us feel? 

- What is being done? 

Outcome/ 

Assessment 

Children to create placards campaigning for change- whole year group march around inner 
circle 


